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SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE APPROVES PHASE-OUT OF NOISY AIRCRAFT IN FAA REAUTHORIZATION BILL

Lautenberg Amendment to Provide Relief to Neighbors of Airports Nationwide

Morristown, NJ…The Senate Commerce Committee yesterday approved S.1300, reauthorization legislation for the Federal Aviation Administration, with an amendment authored by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) to phase-out Stage 1 and Stage 2 aircraft weighing less than 75,000 pounds.  The provision provides owners/operators of these older, noisier and less efficient aircraft with a five-year timeframe to discontinue their operations or retrofit them to meet Stage 3 or better standards.

“This is great news for airport neighbors and for airports that strive to be good neighbors,” said John Lindemann, Campaign Coordinator for Sound Initiative, a national airport-led coalition supporting a phase-out.  “A relatively small percentage of business and personal aircraft account for an inordinately high percentage of noise complaints at busy New Jersey airports like Teterboro and Morristown, and at dozens of airports across the country.  Eliminating them from the traffic mix by either retiring them from domestic service or upgrading them to new standards means quieter skies and, we hope, better relations between airport and their neighbors.”

Lautenberg’s amendment eliminates an exemption in the Airport Noise and Capacity Act (ANCA) of 1990 that provided a ten-year window to phase-out Stage 1 and 2 aircraft, but only those weighing more than 75,000 pounds—the larger commercial and cargo aircraft.  At the time the business and personal fleet was not included in the phase out.

“In the 17 years since the initial legislation, technology has come a long way.  The majority of corporate flight departments, charter operations and individuals have taken advantage of new, more fuel-efficient, and much quieter designs,” noted Lindemann.  “But approximately 1,300 aircraft, about 13 percent of the national fleet, stick out like a sore eardrum, especially at airports located in more densely populated areas.  Neighbors know when they come and when they go.  Thanks to Senator Lautenberg, they’ll soon be gone permanently.”

The Senate bill now heads to the Finance Committee for consideration of other portions of the bill.  The House version will be considered in coming weeks.
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