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Chairman Costello and Ranking Member Petri:


I want to thank you for inviting representatives of the largest airport in my Congressional District, Morristown Municipal Airport, to testify here today.  The issues related to airport infrastructure are among the most critical to our intermodal transportation system.  I commend your effort in this critical area. 


I am also pleased that the Committee is turning its attention to issues that affect the quality of life for those who live and work near airports.  

For twenty years, I have been extremely vocal in pushing the FAA and Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to tackle this important subject.  Indeed, it was my language years ago in the Transportation Appropriations bill that directed that $6.5 million be allocated to airspace redesign activities in the New York/New Jersey metropolitan area with particular emphasis on aircraft noise. 


Northern New Jersey is the most densely populated region in the most densely populated state in the nation.   While the residents of this area recognize the importance of a robust aviation system, they also wonder why they have not received the kind of aircraft noise relief they are due. 

Over 17 years ago, Congress enacted the “Airport Noise and Capacity Act of 1990.”  Included in its many provisions was a national mandate to reduce excessive air noise by phasing out noisier older, less efficient aircraft.  At that time, the Congress provided a 10-year time-frame in which these so-called Phase 1 and Phase 2 aircraft were to be retired from U.S. service or be substantially mechanically retro-fitted to allow their engines to qualify as quieter Stage 3 aircraft.  


However, this Congressional mandate specifically exempted Stage 1 and Stage 2 aircraft which weigh less than 75,000 pounds.  As this Committee knows very well, this category of aircraft includes many corporate or business jets which often utilize smaller general aviation airports.  And, as this Committee also knows, these smaller airports are often tucked into areas of high population density in the northeast United States, certainly in New Jersey.

In addition, current federal law restricts the actions that airport operators and state and local officials can take in limiting operations of noisy aircraft. 


Therefore, the effect of this exemption has been to deny the same degree of noise relief to neighbors of small general aviation airports enjoyed by the neighbors of larger commercial airports.  

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for allowing representatives of Morristown Airport and their umbrella organization, Sound Initiative, to testify today.  You are to be commended for considering their proposal to phase out smaller Phase 1 and Phase 2 aircraft over a three year period.  
